Model T “Buzz” Coil

This adjusting screw controls Vibrator contact starts closed,;
timing of contact open/closure opens or “buzzes” when iron core
and therefore spark current becomes magnetized
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With coil removed from coil box, the following readings should be obtained:

Primary (inner) coil: .295 Q) between C and D (vibrator contacts open); may read like dead short
Secondary (outer) coil: 3300 Q between A and B
Capacitor: A40-. 45 ufd between D and E (contacts open)

Ohmmeter should ‘pulse’ when switching polarity rapidly
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Model T “Buzz” Coil

Gap between bridge and spring
should be .005" along full length of
spring when contacts are closed

Hold down vibrator to open contacts
(normally closed)

Contact gap should be 1/32" when held open,
and flat against each other when released.
Adjust with knurled knob or nuts over bridge

Fine tune by sound. A more accurate way is
to adjust for 1.3A current flow through the
contacts with a 6 volt source.

This spring must be strong enough to keep the
bridge up when the vibrator is pulled down.

No pits on surface of vibrator or bridge contact!
Dress with ignition file or replace if necessary

Note that about half the surviving Model T coils have bad capacitors, and that they usually fail open In this
case, a replacement capacitor can be temporarily wired on the outside of the coil across the vibrator
contacts between points D and E.

The interior of the coil is filled with tar, which can easily be chipped out. This will usually destroy the
fragile capacitor, but since that’s the primary reason to open a coil, this isn’t a problem. Once the
capacitor is replaced, the tar can be remelted and poured back in, or a canned spray foam insulation such
as “Great Stuff’ can be used to fill the case.

Drawn by Stan Ward, June 2008 /www.StanWard.net



Model T “Buzz” Coil

Specifications (1926)

Primary 212 turns; secondary 16,600 turns (78:1)
DC resistance Primary .295 ohms; Secondary 3300 ohms
Capacitor .40 - .45 mfd
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1 Timer
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